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Dear Friends, 

 One decade closes and another opens.   

 I love the closing curtain for each year. 
Every year at the end I would like an encore 
on some things. Things like the Thanksgiving 
meal have their own encore which comes the 
following year. But there are other events of 
mission and fellowship that affirm our iden-
tity. 

 This year coincidently there were two 
events on the same day: the Christmas dinner 
for the 116th National Guard and the Hope 
House Christmas Dinner.   

 The Christmas dinner was done through 
Healthy Families and the Yellow Ribbon Pro-
ject. Marti Rippe headed up the civilian por-
tion along with Jo Mallard who cooked much 
of the meal. This year’s dinner was at 
McGowan Field on a Sunday afternoon. Fami-
lies gathered together to enjoy a meal, gifts 
and balloons shared with the children. The 
word is they will ship out in August and be 
stationed in Iraq. The length of their assign-
ment is always dependent on need. So, this 
was the last Christmas for at least one year.   

 It was very emotional for me. 
I’m more than familiar with all the 
rhetoric and reasoning regarding 
sacrifice. But when I think of my-
self at the age represented there, I 
didn’t know what I was doing. I 
was swimming through life with two kids feel-
ing like the currents in which I swam were 
going to drag me under. So many children and 
so many hopes represented there were being 
placed “in harm’s way.” It was emotionally 
overwhelming for me; I just stood seeking 
composure from within. The price tag for free-
dom is high. So, we as a church try to find 
ways to bring grace to life’s moments for the 
hope that pulls in the direction of the future. 

 Later in the day was the Hope House Din-
ner. Over the years Donna, the pioneer of this 
marvelous program, has expressed a great deal 
of appreciation for this dinner for her staff and 
all the kids. The faces of the kids become 
more familiar each year. They are dressed like 
adults but eat like kids. It’s wonderful to 
watch the chaos of their lives directed with 

(Continued on page 4) 
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January 3 And Now We Begin 
January 10 The Shack: Planting the Story 
January 17 The Shack: “Now, who’s this idiot?” 
January 24 The Shack: That Jewish Nose 
January 31 The Shack: Sarayu’s Garden 
February 7 The Shack: Happily Ever After???? 
February 14 The Shack: The Shack Attack  

     Last year the book The Shack was 
extremely popular. I used it for a Semi-
nary Without Walls class as a contrast to 
a dry systematic book. It was challenging 
to build a bridge between the two ap-
proaches to the same material. 

     The book is about a man and his fam-
ily who have experienced a great trag-
edy. In the end there is a type of healing 
that occurs in the wrestling of his faith 
and for his faith. 

 You are invited to get a copy of the book and enjoy re-
flecting your own experience into that of the story. 



�������

4--������#"��
��	
�����
�
	��
��������
���

�������������������

�����
���
����������������

����������	
�����	
��������
���

4--�����+���0�
������ ����!����	����"����

�����"5���+���0�
#�$���� ����!����	����"����

��%����0�
%%%"����!����	����"����
���	����&���'��((�)�(��
��*���&���'��((�)�)(�

Respectfully submitted, 
Ruby Brackett, Clerk of Session 

�� A motion was made and seconded for the congregation to approve the plan 
developed by the contractor architect for the kitchen fellow hall addition at 
the cost of $270,000 and to approve fund raising for the addition that includes 
a pledge for three years with a required 50% of the estimated cost of the 
$270,000 pledged prior to asking for bids. Prior to construction, a loan appli-
cation will be submitted and approved for the total construction costs. A se-
cret ballot was taken and the motion carried.  

�� The following were elected: 
Elder, Class of 2010: Rona Peterson  
Elders, Class of 2012: Pat Baker, Steve Watkins, Dick Stellway, Lori Ober, 

Paul Anderson  
Deacons, Class of 2012: Bev Palmer, Don and Joy Tuckness, and Ita Stam  
Disbursing Treasurer: Marti Rippe; Financial Secretary: Charlene Baltzor  
Nominating Committee Members at Large Class of 2011: Mary Stafford and 

Amanda Brumbaugh.  
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Anticipated Receipts toward 
budgeted expenses this 
month $16,700 

Actual Receipts this 
month for budget 
 $15,975 

Expenses this month 
 
 $18,415 

Anticipated Receipts toward 
budgeted expenses year-to-
date $183,700 

Actual Receipts 
year-to-date 
 $184,857 

Expenses year-to-date 
 
 $182,904 
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Nampa First United Presbyterian Church 
Purpose Statement 

 
To bring people together to love and magnify God 
through worship, to minister to the needs of all His 
children, to fellowship in God's family, to spread the 
Good News, and to develop people to Christ-like 
maturity for their mission in the world. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Kneidl, Secretary pro tem 

�� Treasurer’s Report — Disbursements: Hope House $100, The Salvation 
Army $50, Adopt-A-Senior $160, Shelter Meal $129.18. Deposits: Meals on 
Wheels $242, Deacons Fund $194. 

�� 52 were served at the November Shelter meal. 

�� Hope House Dinner served 84 meals at a cost of $547.91. 

�� Coats for Kids netted 29 coats, 3 fleeces and 8 pairs of knit gloves to benefit 
needy children in the Nampa School District. 

�� Hanging of the Greens was completed with a poor turnout. 

�� Next meeting is January 4 with the new Deacons. There will be a potluck at 
6:00 pm followed by the business meeting. Spouses are invited. 
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 Presbyterian Women will be holding a white ele-
phant sale in the fellowship hall during coffee hour on 
Sunday, January 31. You are encouraged to bring any 
"treasures" that no longer fit in your house, that you 
can no longer use, that need to give place to newer 
things, that you need to be rid of for whatever reason. 
Possibly even Christmas brought a white elephant. 

 Bring your white elephants to the 
church the week of January 24 or with 
you on the 31st. Someone will direct 
you where to put it.  

 And who knows what you may 
find that just fills your need? At our prices…. 
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 The first Sunday in January a booklet will be 
given out with instructions on how to read 
through the Bible in one year. The approach is 
not to begin at Genesis and read straight 
through, but will include reading assignments 
that begin in the Old Testament and continue 
into the New Testament. Periodically there will be 
classes to answer questions that may arise. 

 To begin this project one needs a Bible that you feel 
comfortable with and understand. There are basically 
two types of Bibles: one is a translation and the second 
is a paraphrase. The translation means it is a book that 
has translated the original languages – Hebrew for the 

Old Testament and Greek for the New Testa-
ment. The main translations seem to be the New 
International Version (NIV found in our pews), 
the King James Version (KJV), the New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV), and the New Ameri-
can Version. In addition, there are many more, 

but it is important you pick one that you have some 
confidence in. The paraphrase versions are The Mes-
sage, The Living Bible, Today’s New Version, and oth-
ers. Remember, these versions are not so concerned 
about the meaning of each word as about the essence of 
the message for the reader.   

 Pick one and we’ll begin with the new year. 

Saturday, January 9, 2010 
5:00 – 7:00pm 

 

Come and make some new friends and help start the 
year off with a bang.  All are welcome, and families 
are especially encouraged to come and get to know 
one another.   

Let’s take some time to dream and plan for the 
upcoming year!  

A sign up sheet is available on the bulletin board to 
help us plan for numbers.  Join us for some fun!!! 

Child care provided following the meal! 
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The nursery is always looking for people to assist 
with the joyful task of watching our young chil-
dren. If you would like to be added to the regular 
nursery rotation schedule or added as a substitute, 
please contact Karen 
Lolley (989-3173) and/or 
sign up on the bulletin 
board across from the 
nursery room. More peo-
ple in the rotation will 
mean each person isn’t 
scheduled as often and 
can be in worship more. 



1/01 Ruby Brackett 
1/04 Ardria Yoder 
1/06 Truman Kohtz 
1/07 Julie Reed 
1/08 Meva Gottschalk 
1/09 Anna Tjaden 
1/09 Don Tuckness 
1/14 Mike Carl 
1/15 Bernt Pederson 
1/18 Mary Wood 
1/20 Jean Borer 
1/20 Herb Carlson 
1/20 Robie Harano 

1/21 Dora Gourley 
1/22 Betty Pearson 
1/24 Alexa Decoteau 
1/25 Mary Joyce Hawley 
1/25 Dick Stellway 
1/25 Dan Wiebold 
1/25 Avis Withers-Sandy 
1/26 Nina Gilbert 
1/26 Claris Morgan 
1/28 Ina Helt 
1/28 Kathy Mattson 
1/29 Hank Sydor 
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1/30/88 Ralph & Susan Williams 
1/31 David & Sharyn Barrett 

In darkness there is no choice. It is light that 
enables us to see the differences between things; 
and it is Christ who gives us light. 

-Augustus Hare, The Newsletter Newsletter 
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love and care through the efforts of Hope House. We 
are most privileged to be able to support their work and 
be a part of this marvelous ministry. 

 Another event that ushers in this next year is the 
vote in December to move ahead with the remodel for 
the fellowship area of the church. The encore is the fu-
ture. This first vote represents step one in a process that 
updates our building to serve the community more ef-
fectively.    

(Continued from page 1)  Personally, I want to thank everyone for their will-
ingness to listen to two sides of one issue. There are no 
simple decisions. There are always considerations in 
each move a church makes. Many times it is as impor-
tant to hear the “no’s” as it is to hear the “yes’s.”   

 So, now what 2010 challenges do you have for our 
faith and fellowship this next year? Bring it on! 

 Warmly, 
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 In November some of you met the Reverend Nina 
Westfall. She preached and now she is coming back to 
teach a series of classes on Islam. These classes will be 
the Adult Sunday School opportunity. The six classes 

begin Sunday, January 10 at 
9:00 am in the Fireside Room 
and continue through February 
21.   
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 The Per Capita Apportionment for 2010 is the same 
as last year, $24.54 per member.  This apportionment is 
used for the operational expenses of each level of our 
denomination:  Presbytery of Boise, Synod of the Pa-
cific in San Francisco, and General Assembly in Louis-
ville. 

 Last year we paid $4,490.82of which $2,922.30 was 

contributed by members toward this 
obligation.  The remaining came 
out of General Fund.  This year we 
will pay $4,417.20.  Each member 
is encouraged to pay their portion 
so more of our church’s operational 
budget can be used to support programs.  Please indi-
cate on your check that it is for per capita. 

Three daily reminders: Have the courage to say no. Have the courage to face the 
truth. Have the courage to do the right thing because it is right. 

-Mark Twain, The Joyful Noiseletter 
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 Mark your calendars now for a great weekend in the 
mountains. We have a group camp site reserved for 
three nights at Bull Trout starting Thursday, August 5. I 
have heard from many that this is a great camping spot 
and Phyllis and I checked it out last summer. It is at 
6,900 feet, heavily wooded and an absolutely gorgeous 
spot. There are two lakes in the area and the terrain 
there is basically flat so you can easily walk to them. 
The directions from Lowman are: go 34 miles northeast 
towards Stanley on ID 21; 2 miles southwest on Forest 
Road 520. We will start a sign up soon and the number 

that sign up will determine the camping 
cost. It will end up lower than the $45 
for three nights in an individual site 
and we don’t have to be concerned 
about making individual reservations. 
If you have any questions see Ron or 
Phyllis Tincher. 

 Check it out at: http://www.publiclands.org/explore/
site.php?plicstate=ID&id=2132. Or just do a search for 
Bull Trout campgrounds. If you check it out on recrea-
tion.gov it is listed as Bull Trout. 
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 Entering a new year is a good time to inventory our 
habits — the bad ones as well as the good. Greek phi-
losopher Aristotle once commented on this subject: 
“Moral excellence comes about as a result of habit. We 
become just by doing just acts. We become temperate 
by doing temperate acts. We become brave by doing 
brave acts.” 

 Just so, we will become faithful lovers of God by 
seriously worshiping and faithfully following the 
Christian way of life. Attending corporate worship, 
learning more about Christianity, doing good deeds for 
others and participating in fellowship events are all 
good habits. They enhance your life and bring joy to 
people around you. 

-The Newsletter Newsletter 
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Items you wish to donate will be accepted at our church beginning Sunday, January 3, and then later moved for the 
sale.  Baked goods will be accepted at our church beginning Wednesday. 

The Crisis Center appreciates all our support.  Please call Marti Rippe, 442-0942 or 830-0654, with any questions.  

 A couple of months ago I reported on the contest 
we won to receive three octaves of handchimes or 
the equivalent in handbell equipment. Since our 
handchimes are less than two years old and the 
church we have been borrowing a 4th octave of 
bells from would like them back, we put the value of 
the chimes toward a new 4th octave of bells for the 
church. Additional funds were needed for this to hap-
pen. 

     Thank you to all who have contributed toward 
the bells. They have arrived, but we’re still a little 
short of the amount needed. If you would like to 
contribute, you can make a check out to the 
church and put “bell fund” in check memo area. 

 You’ll get to see and hear them later this month! 
Phyllis Tincher 
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 A half century ago, Milward Simpson was the gov-
ernor of Wyoming. He was a Christian who trusted 
God without question. He and his wife often shared this 
statement of faith: 

 The light of God surrounds us, 
 The love of God enfolds us, 
 The power of God protects us, 
 And the presence of God watches over us; 
 Wherever we are, God is. 

 Governor Simpson once told of flying in an airplane 
that developed engine trouble. Instead of giving in to 
fear, he and his wife held hands and together recited the 
words they tried to live by. The plane landed safely. 

 Having a positive statement of faith can be helpful 
in many situations. Why not create one for yourself and 
your family — or use the prayerful statement the Simp-
sons recited. 

-The Newsletter Newsletter 
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 Some anonymous wise person penned the following 
directions for living without bringing pain to others or 
oneself: 

 “You will never be sorry — for thinking before act-
ing, for hearing before judging, for forgiving your ene-
mies, for being candid and frank, for helping a fallen 
brother, for being honest in business, for thinking be-

fore speaking, for being loyal to God and the church, 
for standing by your principles, for refusing to partici-
pate in gossip, for holding your words when tempted to 
demean another, for not entertaining impure or hateful 
thoughts, for sympathizing with the afflicted, for being 
courteous and kind to all.” 

-The Newsletter Newsletter 
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 Some anonymous wise person penned the following 
directions for living without bringing pain to others or 
oneself: 

 “You will never be sorry — for thinking before act-
ing, for hearing before judging, for forgiving your ene-
mies, for being candid and frank, for helping a fallen 
brother, for being honest in business, for thinking be-

fore speaking, for being loyal to God and the church, 
for standing by your principles, for refusing to partici-
pate in gossip, for holding your words when tempted to 
demean another, for not entertaining impure or hateful 
thoughts, for sympathizing with the afflicted, for being 
courteous and kind to all.” 

-The Newsletter Newsletter 
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 This May 4-6 will be the third year the Pacific 
Northwest Small Church Conference will be in Boise. 
The theme is “Going Deeper — experiencing the 
heart of Christ through John’s gospel.” The key 
Bible verse is John 17:26: “I made known to them 
your name, and I will continue to make it known, 
that the love with which you have loved me may 
be in them, and I in them.” (ESV) 

 The plenary speakers are F. Dale Bruner, 
Ph.D. and Lynn Ziegenfuss. Dr. Bruner earned 
his M.Div. at Princeton Theological Seminary and his 
Ph.D. at Germany’s Hamburg University. He taught for 
11 years at Union Theological Seminary in the Philip-
pines, then 22 years at Whitworth College. Since his 
retirement in 1997, he has completed the second edition 
of his excellent commentary on the Gospel of Matthew 

and is currently completing his commentary on the 
Gospel of John.  

     Lynn is a leadership development and spiri-
tual formation specialist. Her passion is to en-
courage, equip, and empower followers of Jesus, 
especially leaders, to move toward spiritual ma-
turing and Kingdom effectiveness. 

     The cost for the first 6 registrants from our 
church is only $99 which includes two nights at 

the Hilton Garden Inn at the Boise Spectrum, meals 
beginning with dinner on Tuesday through breakfast on 
Thursday, plus all program activities. 

 Brochures including registration are available on the 
table in the back of the sanctuary.  
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     The Deacons would like to re-
port on the very generous support 
our congregation has given the 
Meals on Wheels. 

 You have given $761.00 and with the Deacons 
matching up to $450.00, the total raised was $1,211.00. 
The tree we decorated last year only brought in about 

$700.00 so we were able to increase the amount we 
donated by about $511.00. 

 On behalf of the Deacons, I would like to thank all 
who donated to this cause. 

Gwen Sample 
Deacons Treasurer 
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 The Seminary Without Walls (SWW) is a presby-
tery program designed to train lay people to be minis-
ters in a variety of situations. Some who come out of 
the program are called Commissioned Lay Pastors. Bob 
Potter is one who many of you know. Presently Bob is 
serving a little Baptist Church in Wilder. Over the years 
there have been over ten people who now serve 
churches and other ministries in a variety of ways. The 
graduates are certified by Boise Presbytery to 
have completed the work and then are commis-
sioned by a local church to do some ministry.   

 In addition to those people pursuing a way 
to serve the church through forms of ministry 
leadership, there are others that want a more 
highly structured setting with high expectations 
for learning. In addition there are others pursu-
ing ordination in a denomination other than 
Presbyterian. There are a number of Episcopalians, 
Methodists, United Church of Christ, and other de-
nominations represented.   

 Because our church building is the meeting place, 
people from our church can take the classes for free. 
This next eight week academic class is entitled: The 
Scriptures:  Do You Get the Point?   

 The description for this class reads: 

Christians are “a people of the book.” The Church 
finds its origins and identity in a story. Iris Cully 
says, “[the Bible is] the story of God’s love made 
known in creation and redemption through the peo-
ple of Israel and through the life, death, and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ” (Jane Rogers Vann, “The 
Bible in Christian Education,”  Interpretation, July 
1, 1996). The Spirit of God is among the people of 
God. The Spirit influences, challenges, and guides 
the Christian community through mutual study of 
the Scriptures. The Bible is the primary text for 

Christian Education and discipleship. And Christian 
Education is ultimately about changed lives. In this 
class the issue of pedagogy, that is, how to teach the 
Scriptures, is the main focus. How does one read 
this book, and then transfer its message into the 
lives of students? Teachers must give serious and 
faithful attention to the story of God’s people as 
found in the Bible. And not only that, they are urged 

to engage themselves and their students in such 
a way that the community participates in the 
story. Pedagogical issues of the role of the Bible 
in Christian Education, the nature of the book, 
teacher preparation, discerning student needs, 
moving beyond our preconceived ideas or 
prejudices, use of biblical genre, living in the 
texts, and desired outcomes will be part of class 
discussion.  

Therefore, this class is not about hermeneutics or 
some introductory class in the Bible, but it is about 
the book itself. It is about what has been given to us 
and how do we read it? Then once we’ve read it, 
what do we do with it? 

 Class begins January 14 and continues through 
March 4. Classes begin with worship at 6:45 pm and 
ends at 9:00 pm. The syllabus, which is given at the 
first class, lays out the class expectations and assign-
ments. There are two books which students are ex-
pected to buy and read for the class:  

 How We Got the Biblȩ Neil R. Lightfoot, pub-
lished by MJF Books. 

 How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth, Gordon 
Fee and Douglas Stuart. 

 If you would like to come or know someone else 
that would be interested in this opportunity, please let 
them know that the next term begins January 14.  

Most of us, swimming against the tides of trouble the world knows nothing about, 
need only a bit of praise or encouragement — and we will make the goal. 

-Jerome Fleishman, The Newsletter Newsletter 
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 Thanks everyone for the prayers, phone calls and 

cards during my illness. It is so nice to have caring 

people who help you get better by just being there. 
Rip Rippe 
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 Economically speaking, 2009 was a dreadful year 
for many families around the world. Some lost homes, 
cars and jobs. Many are unable to fund college educa-
tions for their children, and bank accounts have dwin-
dled. What will 2010 bring: movement toward less of 
everything or toward a more hopeful future? 

 Here’s a good resolution to make: “Our family will 
pay close attention to our income, our savings and our 
necessary purchases. We will keep a record of every 
dollar spent and every dollar saved.”  

 Money accumulated, invested and given wisely will 

bring peace of mind and the ability to contribute more 
to the church and people in need. Families must de-
velop a healthy attitude toward money. Scripture does-
n’t condemn money; it simply warns against loving it 
or making it an idol (1 Timothy 6:10). 

 With God as our mentor, nearly every family can 
avoid having crushing debt. Wise stewardship brings 
relief and unbridled joy to those who practice it. As 
economist George Humphrey said, “I don’t think you 
can spend yourself rich.” 

-The Newsletter Newsletter 

 I wanted to thank all of the people who made our Christmas Play a success. Thank you parents 

for having your children at all of the practices. I know it wasn’ t easy with those snowy days. I really 

appreciate your dedication. Thank you to the children who learned their parts and were so attentive 

during the program. 
 There are always people in the background who do so much. Rona Peterson was invaluable, 

working on the props and getting the children’s costumes together. Cindy Larimer, Karen Lolley, 

Brenda Takatori and Jonica Johnson also helped clothe the children and made sure they were in the 

right place at the right time. Cindy Dion corralled the preschoolers and helped with their costumes. 

Lyle Sample arranged the sound system so that we could hear those little voices. 
 Paul Anderson and Brett Lolley always do a great job of bringing in the manger and setting it up 

the night before our Saturday practice. Thank you so much for this big job. 
 Thank you to Phyllis Tincher for printing our program and copying our play for the children. She 

also worked with the children on our bell number.  A special thank you to our Sunday school teachers. They worked around our practice schedule 

since October.   
 Also thank you to the Andersons for the snacks provided for our break on Saturday during our 

practice. The children enjoyed them.  Anne Curran is really a part of the whole program, working with the music and helping in many 

ways. This year the music was very challenging and she did a great job.  Thank you to anyone else that I have missed who helped with our special day. 
Nancy Howell 

 The Deacons would like to thank all of the 

marvelous workers who helped out in serving 

the Hope House Dinner. 

 Thank you so much for the Christmas gift 
and all the individual goodies from many of 
you. It is such a delight being in the office! 

Blessings,  
Phyllis 
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Answer: C 

Bible Quiz 
 In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says: “It is 
I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with 
this testimony for the churches. I am the 
root and the descendant of ________, 
the bright morning star.” 

 Choose the correct 
name from the list below: 

A. Isaac 
B. Jacob 
C. David 
D. Solomon 
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November 29 ...................................... 158 
December 6 ........................................ 213 
December 13 ...................................... 193 
December 20 ...................................... 212 
December 24, 5:00 pm ....................... 102 
December 24, 9:00 pm ....................... 132 
December 27 ...................................... 112 
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