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F I R S T  U N I T E D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H 

N A M P A ,  I D A HO 

Dear Friends, 

     While Christmas is finishing, I am writing 

this for our New Year edition of the Link.  I 

feel caught in a whirl of lifeôs moments.  One 

event after anotheré not even small events.  

There are parts of both Christmas and New 

Yearôs I really like. 

     Christmas always begins for me with Isaiah 

40:  Comfort, comfort, my people says you 

God.   Speak tenderly (with compassion) to 

Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard 

service has been completed that her sin has 

been forgivené(Hear) a voice calling in the 

wilderness, ñIn the desert prepare the way for 

the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a 

highway for our God.  Every valley shall be 

raised up, every mountain and hill shall be 

made low; the rough ground shall become 

level, the rugged places a plainéò 

     This marks advent and it is a time for wait-

ing and preparing for the Lord Jesus to come.  

We started this off November 27.   This is 

when Santa Claus tried to interfere with our 

worship by jumping the gun.  Santa is not to 

be there until Christmas Eve and Day.  Then 

he continued to interfere with our advent each 

Sunday.  This is what happens 

every year as our world tries to 

jump the gun and instead of wait-

ing and listening to the Lord, Santa 

and our inherent fascination with 

instant gratification infects us and 

diminish the power of Christmas in our world.  

We even had to put up with the naughty and 

nice thing when if we were listening Christ-

mas is not about what we do to deserve any-

thing, rather it is about the gift of grace we 

receive through the manger. 

     Finally, Santa did arrive on Christmas Eve 

and bowed before the manger.  Mark writes 

that the beginning is about ñthe Gospel of Je-

sus Christ.ò  Luke writes a ñsavior has been 

bornò, and Matthew says ñthere were wise 

men who came seeking the one announced by 

the star.ò  This was all done to give everyone a 

chance to seek God and so fulfill the Apostle 

Paulôs expectation that ñevery knee shall bow 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lordò é. even Santa Claus who, in fact, did at 

our service. 

     Along our advent trail came those great 

worship services introducing the 29 Gifts 

(November 27), the  Jazz worship (December 

4), the Childrenôs Christmas Program 

(December 11), The Music Festival 

(December 18), and finally Christmas Eve and 

Day.  There was a lot of beautiful music and 

great participation designed to facilitate inspi-

ration, waiting, listening, and celebrating the 

Baby Jesus. 

Now it is time for New Year.  Again 

we will have the intimate service of dedication 

for the New Year.  This worship service is a  

time for forgiveness (communion) and dedica-

tion (anointing) for the year of possibility that 

stands before us.   (continued on page 4) 

Reflections 

Worship Lessons 

January 1    Psalm 130                 From way down here! 

January 8    Revelation 6:1 Who is worthy? 

January 15  Revelation 8:6    Root-a-toot-toot! 

January 22  Revelation 10:1    The Mighty Angel and the  

    Little Scroll 

January 29  Revelation 11:1-14  Sometimes it takes two 
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Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday is the Pastorõs day off 

Office email: 
office@firstpresnampa.org 

Pastorõs email: 

balaams@firstpresnampa.org 

Website: 
www.firstpresnampa.org 
Phone:  (208) 466-7061 

Fax:  (208) 466-7176 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Stafford, Clerk of Session 

È Bruce introduced us to JoAnn Thiry, a Certified Lay Pastor and St. Lukeôs hospital 

Chaplain.  JoAnn will start ñpastoral careò activities (visiting shut-ins, etc.) for us 

starting in February.  She is also a new face in the choir; please introduce yourselves 

to her! 

È We are now working on budget issues; please keep the Session in your prayers as they 

determine the service needs for the upcoming year. 

¶        New Officers will be installed at church on January 8. 

¶       The annual Congregational Meeting when the congregation votes on the budget will be 

on January 29.  

¶         The Presby Café is doing well and nets on average about $200 per month for the 

Building Fund.  They are only open the first Friday of each month from 11:30 to 2 p.m.  

The next one should be January 6. 

¶      A new fence for the playground area should be installed sometime in March. 

Session Highlights from Dec. 12 meeting  

Thank you to those who assem-
bled the last issue of The Link: 

Gwen Sample, Barbara 
Greene, Jean Stansbury, Olive 
Hamby, Debbie Swanson, & 

Ted Muck. 

January 18  

Nampa First United Presbyterian Church  
Purpose Statement  

 
To bring people together to love and magnify God 
through worship, to minister to the needs of all His 
children, to fellowship in God's family, to spread the 
Good News, and to develop people to Christ-like 
maturity for their mission in the world. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kip Winter, Secretary  

From December 6 meeting: 

¶ Treasurerôs Report NovemberðDisbursements: Hope House $100.00, 

Adopt-A-Senior $160.00, Shelter Meal$117.13. Deposits: $366.49. Ending 

balance: $817.77. 

¶ Visitations were made to 16 people and birthday calls were made. 

The next meeting is Monday, Jan. 9th -- 6:30 p.m. potluck in the Fellowship 

Hall with the Session. 

 

General Fund Financial Activity   November 30, 2011 

Anticipated Receipts toward 

budgeted expenses this month:    

$17,309.34 

Actual Receipts this 

month for budget: 

$14,029.15 

Expenses this 

month: 

$14,346.58 

Anticipated Receipts toward 

budgeted expenses year-to-date:   

$193,102.65  

Actual Receipts 

year-to-date: 

$190,228.53  

Expenses year-to-

date: 

  $190,356.52  

2010 Building Project 

Obligation to the Synod of the  

Pacific as of: 

December 1, 2011: 

$186,000.00  

January 1, 2012: 

$183,000.00 

Deacons report                 



Page 3 

Adult Opportunities to study the Bible in 2012 

     Each year there are many opportunities to learn 

about Christ.  We are all called to learn so that we 

might be more able to discern Godôs will for our 

life.  So here are several ways to learn about God: 

             -Midweek Moment:  Every Wednesday 

morning at 10 am a Bible study is held called the 

Midweek Moment.  This is a group that is going 

through the Bible a book at a time.  They learn 

characters, events, concepts, and verses from each 

book of the Old Testament.  In addition to the ba-

sic facts, there is a brief Bible Study each week 

             -Three Côs: Every Fourth Monday the 

Three Côs meet and study something from the Bi-

ble in the evening in someoneôs home.  The study 

is made up of women and led by a member of the 

group.  The subject is something that everyone 

votes on. 

            -Sunday School:  Every Sunday morning 

there is a Sunday School class that is led by Sean 

Rogers.  It is held in the Fireplace Room.  The 

study is taking one New Testament book at a time. 

 -Sunny Ridge Bible Study is held the first 

and third Monday of every month September 

through May at 2 pm.  The group chooses what 

they want to study. 

     In addition, there is an intense study at the 

Seminary Without Walls.  The SWW meets at the 

church every Thursday night and teaches people 

who want to have a greater involvement in their 

churchôs leadership which might include being a 

lay minister.  There are three eight week terms 

every year.  The next one begins January 19.  It is 

a class of the content of the bible and how to read 

the Bible.  For the SWW there are books and arti-

cles to read and a paper to turn in. 

     Get involved in a Bible study this year! 

 

Presbyterian Men Tackle tackle 

Nursery help appreciated 

The nursery is always looking for people to 

assist with the joyful task of watching our 

young children. If you would like to be 

added to the regular nursery rotation sched-

ule or added as a substitute, please contact 

Karen Lolley (989-3173).  The more peo-

ple that volunteer means each person isnôt 

scheduled as often and can be in worship 

more. 

 On January 17th, the Presbyterian Men meet for a Bible Study and 

some fishing and hunting orientation.  This time the group will meet on a 

Tuesday night to make fly poles.  Most of the members have picked a fly rod 

to tie.  If someone would like to tie up a fly rod, they can talk to Bruce about 

how to order the fly rod kit.  We meet at 7 pm.  The meeting is open to anyone. 

ñThe place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the worldôs deep hunger meet.ò  

                                                                                                                                 ðFrederick Buechner 



On January 22, the Reverend Ruth Hicks will visit 

our church and tell us something about our Presby-

terian Church at Large.  She will be with us in 

worship and then after worship, at 11:30 am, she 

will address our congregation.  Come and meet 

Ruth and hear her in the sanctuary. 

1/01 Ruby Hokenson 

1/04 Ardria Yoder 

1/05     Howard Davis 

1/07 Julie Reed 

1/09 Anna Tjaden 

1/09 Don Tuckness 

1/09    Ed Cisek 

1/09    Wanda Yellen 

1/14 Mike Carl 

1/14    Jeremy Sjurson 

1/15 Bernt Pederson 

1/20 Jean Borer 

1/20 Herb Carlson 

1/20 Robie Harano 

1/21 Dora Gourley 

1/22 Betty Pearson 

1/24 Alexa Decoteau 

1/25 Mary Joyce Hawley 

1/25 Dick Stellway 

1/25 Dan Wiebold 

1/26 Nina Bachman 

1/28 Ina Helt 

Known January Birthdays Known January 
Anniversaries 
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1/30/88 Ralph & Susan Williams 

1/31 David & Sharyn Barrett 

1/31 Sidney & Sylvia Flieshman 

Per Capita ñ $25.07 per member 

 The Per Capita Apportionment for 2012 is $25.07 

per member.  This apportionment is used for the opera-

tional expenses of each level of our denomination:  

Presbytery of Boise, Synod of the Pacific in San Fran-

cisco, and General Assembly in Louisville. 

 Each member is encouraged to pay their portion so 

more of our churchôs operational budget can be used to 

support programs.  Please indicate on 

your check that it is for per capita. 

This is not a service to make resolutions, but a service 

to commit ourselves to receive what God has given and 

continues to give to us.  Here we remember God calls us 

to be committed to him and grow in his love for us and 

the world.  We begin another year to pray for the minis-

try of our church in the life of our area and the future of 

our church. 

Thank you so much for sharing in this time of the year. 

  Warmly, 

Visit from the Stated Clerk of the Boise Presbytery 

Reflections (from page 1) 

Waiting to blossom 
 A song called ñThe Roseò (written 

by Amanda McBroom and made popular 

by Bette Midler) encourages listeners to 

keep the faith, even when the source of 

our hope isnôt visible. 

 In the depths of winter, we especially need 

the reminder that beneath mounds of snow lie seeds 

already being prepared to burst forth ñwith the sunôs 

loveò into springtime flowers. 

     When youôre in the cold depths of despair, 

grief, illness or other struggles, remember the 

deeply buried seed. Beyond your view, 

Godôs love is already tending that seed, 

readying it to blossom into healing, new 

friendship, joy and life. 

   

   -The NewsletterNewsletter 

1/28 Kathy Mattson 

1/29 Hank Sydor 

1/30      Robbie Harano 
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     A church is a complex organization try-

ing to give witness to Christ.  Many people 

work in some aspect of church leadership as 

we do what we do in the life of our church.  

January most of the activity begins.  At the 

end of this first month we will have our an-

nual meeting (January 29).  This is when an 

annual report is given out and the budget is 

presented plus the ministerôs salary is voted 

on.  The budget is voted on by the session but the 

ministerôs salary is voted on by the congregation. 

    To get the annual report the individual reports 

need to get in to the church office by January 15.  

Cindy then compiles them into a report.  People are 

encouraged to send in a computer copy of the re-

port. 

     Also, the per capita is an assessment for each 

member.  It is not put in the budget.  Each member 

is encouraged to pay it themselves.  Look in the 

bulletin announcements for the amount. 

     There are new session members who have been 

voted on to the session each year.  They are voted 

on to a three year term.   This month we 

will have a morning training on January 28 

from 8 am to noon.  It begins with break-

fast.  The agenda is to familiarize each  

member with the duties associated with 

responsibilities they assume. 

     The second set of officers are the Dea-

cons which begin the task of serving shut-

ins and fragile members.  There are a num-

ber of other things they do to care for our congrega-

tion in caring for the community. 

     Finally, each year we need to ask the member-

ship at large to be especially sensitive to new peo-

ple this next year.  We are a friendly congregation 

normally, but sometimes we miss making people 

feel welcome.  People who visit need to sense we 

care about them.  Talk with new people, invite them 

to sit with you during the fellowship time after 

church, or in some other way acknowledge their 

presence.  Sometimes we donôt do this simple task 

and offend people by making them think we donôt 

care.  Every member should be praying for church 

members and for people to visit our church. 

     The Mission Committee has decided to support 

the Ronald McDonald House (RMH) program.  We 

have a RMH in Boise which provides housing for 

families who have children in local hospitals for 

extended care.  Though housing is not totally free, 

RMH is able to reduce the cost for families who 

might need to stay in the area for an extended pe-

riod of time.   

     Now, how can you help?  Some of you have al-

ready been actively supporting a mission program 

by saving aluminum cans.  In the past aluminum 

can money recycled locally by our scout troop was 

going to a mission project in Brazil.  That program 

has ended because it's leader passed away.  The 

Mission Committee did not want to stop such a 

good program so it was decided to redirect its em-

phasis to RMH.  However, we are saving not only 

the cans but separately the tabs.  It does take a little 

effort, not much, but a little to remove the tabs from 

the cans.  It seems the tabs bring RMH more money 

than the cans.  I don't know why, but they just seem 

to have more value at recycle centers.  Barbara 

Green has been providing lots of tabs.  Mary Ann 

and Marvin Huter saved a large bag full.  Bill 

Dickerson spent one afternoon removing tabs at his 

home.  Anyway, please save your aluminum cans 

and remove the tabs for this Mission Committee 

project.  Thanks for your support. 

From the Mission Committee 
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From Bruce and Debbie 

         Thank you for all you do for us.  This Christmas again we got cards, 

gifts, and greetings which we treasure.  So many of you participated in wor-

ship or provided leadership for something the church did like the worship 

services, Presbyterian Women Tea, church decorations, community meal, 

Nampa Homeless Shelter, the Hope House Christmas Dinner, etc.  We con-

sider ourselves very fortunate to be part of our congregations effort to wit-

ness to Christôs power in the world. 

CHRISTMAS PLAY THANK YOU   

     I wanted to thank all of the people who made our Christmas Play a success.  To the parents of the 

children performing, thank you.  It is a commitment to bring them every Sunday morning and then the 

Saturday dress rehearsal. Thank you to the children who learned their parts and did such a good job on 

Sunday morning. 

     There are always people in the back ground who do so much.  Cindy Dion made the animal masks 

for the little ones and took care of them during the program.  The little animals did a great job! 

     Amanda Anderson took care of getting the costumes to the right cast members.  She worked with 

the children and made sure they were where they needed to be.  Lucas Schamber worked on props and 

gave valuable help on placement of things for the play. 

     Paul Anderson and Brett Lolley are so faithful in rebuilding the manger every year. Andrew Ander-

son also helped with it and many other duties. They are so willing to do this, and I know it will be done 

if they say they are going to do it. 

     Thank you to Cindy Larimer for printing the programs for the service.  As usual they were great. 

     A special thank you goes to our Sunday school teachers.  Ann Guzman and Amanda Anderson and 

Paul Anderson are so flexible with their schedules when the children were working on the play. 

     Anne Curran worked on the music for the play and deserves a big thank you for adapting the carols 

to a different time. 

     Thank you to anyone else that I have missed who helped with our special day. 

Nancy Howell 

From the Board of Deacons 

    A BIG thank you to all who 

helped with the hanging of the 

greens and the Hope House dinner.  

We couldnôt do these projects with-

out your help.   

     Many thanks for the food & the cards, but espe-

cially for all of the prayers.   

     I am truly blessed to have so many church 

friends.   

     The prognosis is good & Iôm optimistic I will 

have a complete recovery.   

   Very Sincerely,  

   Sonya Shue 

A sincere thank you to 

the congregation for 

being so good to me not 

only at Christmas but 

throughout the year.   

I feel so blessed to be 

working for such a lov-

ing and caring congre-

gation.  Best wishes to 

all of you this coming 

year! 

 Blessings- 

 Cindy Larimer 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Children, 

The New Year starts out from last year.  This past year we did a 
lot of stuff.  Some was good and some was not so good.  But it 
is in the past and done.  There will be some great things we will 
remember and there will be some things we will wish we could  
forget.  But it is all there. 

Now we are on the edge of a New Year.  Sometimes it feels like 
we are starting off on a new journey and we can lead all that 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŦŦ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ  .ǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ  ²ŀǎƴΩǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚ  ²ŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΚ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ 
ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΚ  ²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ άbŜǿΦέ  ¸ƻǳ 
have a whole other chance to experience the greatness of God 
in your life.  God every year wants to work with us and through 
us to let people know of his love. 

So, get ready for this year.  A disciple is a person who is learning 
about God every day.  You are a disciple.  God wants you to 
check in with him daily through prayer and reading the Bible.  
Maybe even witness to others about God by doing acts of 
kindness and telling people about the God you believe in who 
loves you and them. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ  [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦέ 

Thinking of you, 

Especially for you  

from Pastor Bruce  

Bible Verse of the 

Month  

ñThis is the Day the Lord 

has made.  Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.ò 

                      Psalm 118:24   

 


