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FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

NAMPA, IDAHO

Dear Friends,

You have heard our appeal for the per capita
payment and you know the annual meeting is upon
us. You will have a previous year annual report to
be reminded of how we have occupied ourselves
over the past year. Some of you in the spirit of
Idaho conservatism inspect the budget-past and
future- to see if there isn’t some corner that can be
cut. The statistics reveal in part our size and helps
us remember people who have gone on to God’s
reward. All these parts of the annual meeting are
important, but we need to remember that what is
needed to define an institution is not necessarily
relevant for a community.

There is a part of the church that is an institu-
tion. When the colonialists decided not to collect
taxes for a state church, we became a small busi-
ness needing management skills to survive. Budg-
ets, people, and buildings became the weight of
much of what the church does to sustain itself.

It is difficult to capture the substantial things
about community. A church community is made
up of people who learn to trust one another while
living in hope and trying to meld both trust and
hope into the actions of love with integrity. A
church community is spelled out in spirit more than
business practices. An institution is an organiza-
tion while a church community is an organism.

So how is this played out in our annual report?
The report has statistics that look good. We are

Worship Lessons

Revelation 12:1-18 The Dragon and the Beast

Feb. 12 Revelation 14:1-20 The Lamb’s Harvest

Feb. 19 Revelation 15:1-8
Ash Wednesday

Feb. 22

Bowling

Feb. 26 Revelation 17:1-18 The Great Jezebel

February 2012

holding our own membership wise and
in terms of attendance. If you place
the total number of members listed
next to the weekly attendance, you
will see the spirit of our community
leak through the statistics. A church
to be healthy needs to have about a 65% ratio of at-
tendees to total membership numbers. This does not
mean 65% of the actual membership will be there on
a Sunday, but it means the total membership is a
comparison. This mark is used because a church
grows when members invite others to attend. Over
the years I have worked with churches who have had
as little as 20% or less of attendees to membership.
What this number reveals is the officers are staying
on top of who attends and who doesn’t. This is im-
portant because our community is a relational com-
munity who is called to disciple it’s members. To
disciple means we walk together in life and try to
bring faith to folks. This is why in baptism and peo-
ple joining the church, we promise them we will
walk with them through life to help makes sense of
their faith.
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In a sense, an institution is built on a hill and a
community lives in the trenches of life. I thank you
for participating in all the marvelous conclusions of
this institution. I am proud of all our officers over
the years who have given of their time and lives to
see that our budget, people and buildings are healthy.
At the same time I am deeply grateful for all of you
including all the officers who live in this institution
in such a way that we experience life in the Spirit of
God. It is wonderful for me to be beside you as we
walk this journey of faith.

Warmly,

fﬁ/
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RELIEVE EDITORIAL STRESS:

YOUR ARTICLES

EARLY!

REMINDTER:

DEADLINE FOR
NEWSI.E1TER

ARTICLES

February 15

Office Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 1:00pm

Friday is the Pastor’s day off

Office email:
office@firstpresnampa.org

Pastor’s email:
balaams@firstpresnampa.org

Website:
www.firstpresnampa.org
Phone: (208) 466-7061

Fax: (208) 466-7176

Thank you to those who assem-
bled the last issue of The Link:
Gwen Sample & Sally Moore

Nampa First United Presbyterian Church
Purpose Statement

To bring people together to love and magnify God
through worship, to minister to the needs of all His
children, to fellowship in God's family, to spread the
Good News, and to develop people to Christ-like
maturity for their mission in the world.

General Fund Financial Activity

December 31, 2011

Anticipated Receipts toward
budgeted expenses this month:

$17,309.35

Actual Receipts this
month for budget:

$19,702.00

Expenses this
month:
$19, 234.89

Anticipated Receipts toward

budgeted expenses year-to-date:

$210,412.00

Actual Receipts
year-to-date:
$209,930.53

Expenses year-to-
date:
$209,580.70

2010 Building Project
Obligation to the Synod of the

Pacific as of:

January 1, 2012
$183,000.00

February 1, 2012:
$179,000.00

Session Highlights

from Jan. 9 meeting

tor’s call.

¢ The regular meeting of the Session was held on January 9 at 7 p.m.
¢ The first portion of the meeting was held with the deacons.

¢ The only item discussed at this meeting was the final vote of the pro-
posed 2012 budget. The Session voted to accept the budget as pro-
posed and present it to the congregation at the annual meeting on Sun-
day, January 29. The congregation at that time will vote on the pas-

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Stafford, Clerk of Session

FEBRUARY

Deacons report

from January meeting

Treasurer’s Report December—Donations: $497.00. Disbursements: Hope
House $100.00, Adopt-A-Senior $260.00, Shelter Meal $162.13, Hope
House Christmas Dinner $200.00. Ending balance: $722.42.

Visitations were made to 13 people and birthday calls were made.

The next meeting is Monday, Feb. 6™ -- 7 p.m., Resource Room.

Respectfully submitted,
Kip Winter, Secretary
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Presbyterian Women Friendship Gathering

Presbyterian missions. The luncheon will be held in
conjunction with a home décor fundraiser hosted by
Kay Brown of Celebrating Homes. Anyone who
needs a ride, please feel free to call Pat Baker at
880-8093.

Presbyterian Women will hold the annual
Friendship Gathering on Tuesday, February 28™ at
1 p.m. We would love to have you as a guest at a
luncheon for church members and please, bring
friends! We will introduce you to the PW church
projects that support our youth, the community, and

e s f L X
Daddy Daughter Dinner

5:30pm—7:00pm
The Presbyterian Church
400 Lake Lowell Avenue
Cost: Donations Accepted

Saturday, February 11, 2012

Reservations are required as seating is limited.
Make your reservations by calling 412-5642.

Hey Dads, here is an opportunity for
you to spend time with your little
valentine! The Boys & Girls Club of
Nampa is sponsoring the 4th Annual
candlelight dinner to compliment the
Daddy Daughter Date Night at the
Nampa Recreation Center. The
money received from the dinner will
go to support programs working for
children in our area. The dinner be-
gins at 5:30pm. For more information
on the dinner, call 412-5642. For
more information on the Daddy
Daughter Date Night contact the
Nampa Rec. Center at 468-5777.

Rock Solid Youth to Hold First Mission Fundraiser

Why drive to lunch when you Ne©) ©
can eat when you can enjoy a ©) 9 H,J/
great meal and fellowship right ) 4 ) .Qﬁ\l‘,'

here at the church?! Rock Solid
youth group is gearing up for \
their first fundraiser. We will be e Nl e
hosting a lunch March 4%, follow- ;e _
ing church. A variety of soups .
will be available, along with a Rock Solid
salad and rolls. We are asking for M ISSIon
a donation of $7.00 for the meal. ;

I
If you have a sweet tooth, bake FUI’I.dI"CI Ser
sale items will also be available.

g E S

Three of our youth have been accepted to participate in
a 10 day mission trip this summer to Los Cruces, New
Mexico. Our youth will be joining Boise First Presbyte-
rian’s high school group and a large youth group out of
Ann arbor, Michigan. Their time will be spent hosting a
Vacation Bible School, some building and grounds work
and other jobs to be determined.

Two to four middle school youth are applying for the
Mystery Mission Trip. This trip is a six day trip; two days

of travel, three days of work and one play day. This is to
an undisclosed location (until the youth leave) and the
work they do will not be shared with the group until they
arrive at their destination. Past years have included work-
ing in Bozeman, Montana at a transitional home, and build-
ing a deck and patio at the Presbyterian Retreat, Zephyr
Point in Lake Tahoe, Nevada.

Families are responsible for 1/3 of the youth’s costs, the
youth is asked to fundraise 1/3 of their expenses and the
church will support the final 1/3. We ask for your support
in their fundraising efforts. Our goal is to raise $1,300.
Money raised over this amount will offset the amount
asked of the church.

This year, Rock Solid has participated in several mis-
sion projects. In the fall, youth managed carnival games at
the Habitat for Humanity Pumpkin Launch, they wrote let-
ters and baked cookies for service men and women over-
seas, and they helped serve dinner at the Hope House event
at Christmas. They are looking forward to a joint event
with Boise First Presbyterian and have additional plans for

the spring. I % m
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Known February Birthdays Known February Anniversaries

2/10 Tom Reed q >, Tom & Patsy Hamilton
2/11 Tammy Swanson ‘f sl é °§ 5’)" 2/16/91 Ken & Ina Sano
2/14 Jean Agnew 4 >
2/14 Lewissa Swanson ¢ 9o
2/20  Barbara Greene ¢ .
2/25 David Barrett New email address for Dorothy Fox:
2/25  Nancy Spencer : 1df-1@hotmail.com
2/26 Bertha Mullin . °
2/27 Dana James Bﬂf’tﬁ(lc?ﬂ S UPDATE °

“ANNIVERDABLES K ool
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February movie night will be on Saturday, January 15, 2012

February 18th. We will be reviewing the
movie Rise of the Planet of the Ape®&/atch

in the Fireside room.

Annachiara Venable

the movie prior to 2/18 and come to discuss Proud Parents:
over a potluck dinner. We will be meeting Ashley Guzman &

Trevor Venable

It has been a wonderful year in our new kitchen
and through your generosity the kitchen committee
was able to purchase and supply equipment for our
new addition. Unfortunately we have equipment
that is now M I A or missing in action. A few of the
items missing are:

Glass Platters

":% /} B It would be greatly appreciated

in the dish rack. Also please be

Glass Bowls

Special dates

A

To Do Do

A-f -ArhedcarmHistory E@iﬁ?

to have any bor-

rowed equipment returned to the kitchen.

Our kitchen is now a licensed commercial
kitchen and so it is imperative that the kitchen be
kept clean to the health departments standards.
When using the kitchen please be sure to sweep the
floor and clean all sinks after use. If you hand wash
dishes they must be dried and put away and not left

sure to turn off the

) i light in the walk in refrigerator. Leaving the light
Cookie Sheets Knives on uses energy and raises the temperature inside the
*Step Ladder Table Cloths walk in.

Your help is greatly appreciated!

Month A Presidents Day, February

Scout Sunday, FebruaryA5asBROW8dnesday

Valentineds Day, Februargijdd4t 2BQ0hday
Transfiguration of Our Lord, February

, February

in Lent, Fe
19, 2012

20
22,
bru


mailto:ldf-1@hotmail.com

"Thank you to all for| yout
duringmysonin-l aw3 s fight wijth ¢
and all the family appreciate your concern and
|l ove. |

Kathy Mattson

Messages from our Adopt A Senior

The Nampa Salvation Army's Major Bill Hathorn
sent this to Presbyterian Women and our congrega-

tion: To my sponsor (FUPC Deacons),
First off, I want to thank you for my cash
"I would like to say a heartfelt Thank You to your card. I was in real need of it. Here some of the
many contributions throughout the Christmas Sea- things that you send me that [ am grateful for
son. -- real butter, Frosted Cheerios, cantaloupe
L. Bell Ringing as coordinated by Pat Baker, bring- and bananas. These groceries are special to
ing it $453.25! me and I hope these things aren't too much for
2. Barrel of food (value unknown) you. I don't expect them every month, I just
3. $400 donation (from PW for food) wanted to give you an idea of things I like.
"How wonderful to have such participation Thank you!
throughout the congregation. If we could duplicate )
your enthusiasm throughout the Treasure Valley, Bonnie
we could almost make the need manageable!
We wish for each one of you the richest blessings Many thanks to all of the people who helped with the
of Christ and pray you have a very blessed New worship during the Advent and Christmas season your
Year." participation made the season extra meaningful.
Sean
PRESBY CAFE have dessert or any portion of the meal if you do not

want the meal deal. Presby Cafe welcomes all
crafters who wish to set up a table to sell goods and
if you would like to bring your card group in for
lunch and then play cards, just give me a call and we
will reserve a table for you. It has been a great joy
to see the fellowship that is taking place during
Presby Cafe, so I hope you will plan to join us on
the first Friday of the month, bring your friends and
enjoy some good food and conversation. (All dona-
tions go to the building fund)

I would like to thank all of you who have faith-
fully patronized the Presby Cafe.

We have had a great time preparing and serving
meals and hope many more will consider coming to
see what the Cafe is all about.

The cafe is open the first Friday of each month
October through May from 11:30 a.m. until
1:30pm. The meals are all inclusive which means
that you receive your main dish, drink and dessert
for one suggested donation price. The suggested
donation price has been $9.00 per person, but we
welcome any amount and you may come and just

Jo Mallard

Thank you to all who donated sheets for Sheets for Soldiers. This mission has been completed.
We do not need any more sheets at this time. Thanks again!




Faith Walk by Rodney Moore

As the second son of a Baptist minister and
a Sunday school teacher mother, I was exposed
early and often to the Christian life style. Church &
Sunday school were not an option at our house; it
was as expected as school attendance. My baptism
and joining the church was not a conversion experi-
ence, it was just “the thing to do” when you reached
an age, so I was immersed and went on with life.

My father was an outstanding pastor &
preacher as I would learn later in life. His real at-
tribute and model for me, as I matured, was his in-
volvement in the community beyond his congrega-
tion. He witnessed to many a business man in the
large Ft. Worth community, many of whom would
come to know Christ through the witness and exam-
ple of my parents. They would become active in a
growing congregation and become witnesses to
their Christian faith in their community and busi-
ness lives.

When I left home after high school and
started a college career, I left the church behind to
start the next phase of my life but the Christian in-
fluence had been seeded.

Following graduation from college, marriage
and starting a family (three wonderful children),
starting a career and providing for our family be-
came a paramount necessity. In looking back on
my business life, first ranching then agricultural
financing, I can remember many men and women
that had a positive influence on my life’s decisions
and impacted my life. Not so much by the advice

FINANCIAL

Our Financial Secretary is Charlene Baltzor. She
has been the person responsible for receiving in-
coming pledges and keeping track of all of our in-
coming funds. She spends many hours preparing
statements each quarter, only to have very few peo-
ple take their statements home. With this in mind,
statements of giving will be available semi-annually
rather than quarterly. If you need quarterly state-
ments, please contact the office or Charlene Baltzor
to make arrangements. If you have questions or
concerns, please contact the office. Thank you!
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they offered as I matured, but by the example they
set in their business and personal lives. Was God
speaking to me through them and their witness, I
think so. After a few years we were drawn back to
the church, first my home church in Ft. Worth and,
upon our move to Nampa & the Northwest, to the
Nampa Presbyterian Church. Not after a great deal
of doctrine research and prayer, it was “handy”, just
two blocks from our home! With membership in
that church family, we were exposed to many
Christian individuals and couples that, by their ex-
amples and witness in the church and business com-
munity, strengthened my faith in God, our heavenly
father, and His Son, Jesus Christ.

What was the greatest gift God gave to my life?
It was the angel in Miss Sally that He sent to this
“cowboy, stubborn & proud; cowboys & angels,
leather and lace, salt of the earth & eternal grace”,
(from a Garth Brooks song). She had the initial
task of knocking the rough edges off this cowboy.
Her Christian influence to my life and our children
has been not so much by what she says, but her
Christian witness by actions & attitude towards all
she has contact with wherever they are.

I am thankful for all who have shaped my faith
walk, and will continue to do so in the future, by
their Christian witness through actions towards oth-
ers wherever they find the opportunity. That is my
role model to follow as a follower of Christ.

Refocus for Lent

Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.
Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.
Give up worry — trust God to provide.
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred — return good for evil.
Give up anger — be more patient.
Give up pettiness — become mature.
Give up jealousy — pray for trust.
Give up gossiping — control your tongue.
Give up sin — turn to virtue.
Give up giving up — persevere.
—Author unknown




Pack Well

During Lent, as we focus on Christ’s journey to
the cross, let’s also examine the journey of our
lives. The first task when leaving on any adventure
is packing. What have you placed in your bag? Are
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in Christ continues, even when the road becomes
difficult. So as you prepare for Lent, carry with you
the hope made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice on our
behalf.

you weighed down with temptations, self-doubt,
money worries, relationship troubles? Have you
overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag
feels too empty for the challenges ahead. Remember
to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness.

—Based on the “Journey to Hope” sermon series,
www.rethinkchurch.org/lent

Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey

Flood. Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40
years. Jesus fasted for 40 days and was with
the disciples for 40 days between his resurrec-
tion and ascension. Taking this symbolic num-
ber to heart, the Christian church has long ob-
served 40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays).

+ Christian Symbols +

This number appears many times in Scrip-
ture, often indicating a time of trial or testing,
or simply marking something significant. It
rained 40 days and nights during the Great

Al

program, where trained volunteers help children with
special needs participate in worship, Sunday school and
church activities.

Disability Awareness

A friend tearfully shared how an usher asked
her to leave a church service because of her squirmy
toddler. But the boy wasn’t just having a bad morning;
he was born with a genetic disorder called Fragile X,
which makes it nearly impossible to sit quietly.

As we look for ways to reach out to people
with disabilities, remember that God’s love has no lim-
its. How can we, as God’s church, reflect that love?

It was nearly a year before that mother attended

a church again. Then she found one with a shepherd —The NewsletterNewsletter

Wayside Shrines

Along European and Latin American roads, especially in
Catholic countries, it’s common to encounter sculptures of Jesus,
Mary or another religious image, often set within a little shelter.
People have erected these wayside shrines for centuries to mark
an important event’s location, indicate a parish boundary or help a
traveler find the way. They may be at crossroads, on hilltops or
along stretches of open road. The shrines allow travelers to pause,
offer prayers and turn heart and mind to God.

What places in your life serve as wayside shrines, encour-
aging you to turn to God? For many Christians, weekly worship is
such a place. Daily devotional reading might be a wayside shrine
for you. Could the “empty” time not of your choosing, between
jobs or other life experiences, be a wayside shrine, inviting you to
step off the road and rest, pray and listen to God? When you take
up your journey again, heart refreshed, remember that God al-
ways walks with you.

“When | said we should put the magic
back in our marriage, Steve ..”

-TheNewsletterNewsletter



Feb. Menu

Spaghetti with meat sauce, served with French
bread and side green salad

rosy

Sandwiches:
+ French Bread Pizza served with side salad

+ Hot Meatball Marinara Sub or you may choose

meatball sub with mayo instead of the marinara March Menu
served with chips or side green salad
¢ Chicken Club Sandwich: Chicken, Bacon Soup: Beef Barley Vegetable
Avocado served with chips or side green salad Sandwiches:
Soup: Tuscan White Bean + Sloppy Joe served with chips
*note you may choose half san or salad with soup + BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich served
Salad: Antipasto - Bed of greens served with moz- with chips
zarella, salami, olives, marinated veggies in sweet ¢ Chicken Salad in Wrap served with
Italian dressing chips
Dessert: Chocolate Cupcakes or Cherry Pie Salad: Chef Salad served with your
choice of dressing
*note you may choose half san or salad
and soup
Dessert: Grasshopper Brownies

April Menu

Soup: Clam Chowder

Sandwiches:

¢ Philly Steak Sandwich served with coleslaw or chips

¢ Egg Salad Sandwich served with coleslaw or chips

¢ Ham Salad Wrap or Croissant served with coleslaw or chips

¢ Turkey, Swiss and avocado served on Sourdough with coleslaw or chip
*note you may choose half sans or salad with soup

Salad: Spinach and greens served with Ham, egg and provolone (dressing on
the side)

Dessert: Mixed berry cobbler and whip cream




Especially for you

from Pastor Bruce

Dear Children,

I n the childrends time at churc
growing up. Recently | told you he played with toys like all

children. There were times he had to blow his nose, sneeze,

laugh, and cry. All the things we do as we grow, Jesus did

because he was a human child born to his mother Mary.

| tried to tell you that he more than likely played with toy
horses and things that were carved in the shapes of various
animals that were familiar to Israel. For instance, he probably
had some carved sheep or camels.

This is hard to believe that the Jesus we worship was like us,
but he was. God chose to give us Jesus who was part of
himself so that we might know that God wanted to make
contact with us. How else to do it than to send someone who
was like us?

Than Jesus grew up with us and became very sensitive to us
and all the influences around us that shaped our lives. Then
when he became an adult, he began to tell us what was best
for us. This little baby grew into an adult and led us with hope.

You are little now and perhaps you feel like you are a minor
part of life. But you also are growing and learning about life.
Those of us who see you in church have great dreams for you.
We want you to live a life that is an example for other people.
We want you to love and be loved by others. We want you to
know that you can experience all the joy that life offers in this
small child who grew into an adult and told us the best way to
live.

Thinking of you,

FORGIVENESS
Game

Try this twist on musical chairs.

What you need:
* 28 large index cards
* Black marker
* Two teams of people
* Radio or CD player

What you do:

1. On index cards, write out
forgiveness, one letter per
card. Make two sets (two
F’s, two O’s, etc.).

2. Mix up the cards and form
them face up in a circle on
the floor. (You’ll have six
blanks mixed in.)

3. Have teams mix themselves
up and stand in a circle
around the cards. Ask an
extra person to turn the
music on and off.

4. As the music plays, teams
walk around the circle.
When the music stops,
players each pick up the
card nearest them.

5. Team members take their
cards to a designated area
and try to spell forgiveness.
Any double letters or
blanks go back to the
“music person,” who
reorganizes remaining
cards, spacing them evenly
into a fresh circle.

6. Play continues until one
team spells forgiveness.
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OLLOW GOD'S EXAMPprp

In a letter to the church in Colossae,
the apostle Paul wrote about the importance of forgiveness.

cco@® DIRECTIONS @ o -
To complete Colossians 3:13 (NIV), use the smaller words to fill in the larger words.

2111 ..o Sean Murphy
2/18 ................ David Haylett
2121 ............. Nathan Haylett
2125 ............. Emily Stafford

@ gain as or ear van an for give

gave her on it one other he an a
B_ _ _  w__ _ h each
ot_ _ _ _ _d ____give
__e an_ _ if .y
of you h__ grie ce
a_ st some__
For_ _ _ _  as t_ _  L__d
for____ _ _ you.” [ COLOSSIANS 3:13, v |
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During Jesus’ time in the wilderness
after his baptism, Satan tempted him
to do three things. Which of the
following was not one of the
temptations?

A. To change water into wine
so wedding guests would know he was
God’s Son

B. To throw himself down
from the top of the temple, expecting
angels to save him

C. To turn stones into bread to
satisfy his hunger

D. To worship Satan in order
to gain
CE1-1:p 9N pue | [-]:p MOYNERIN 9G) V omMSUY

St

Day

Val entineds sacrifi

c e

Every February 14, we celebrate the loved ones in our lives with cards, flowers and chocolate. But Valentine’s

has another meaning that’s been lost.

First declared a holiday by King Henry VIII of England in 1537, it commemorates the beheading of St. Valen-
tine on February 14, 270 A.D. His crime? Performing wedding ceremonies after Roman Emperor Claudius II had out-
lawed marriage.

Valentine was martyred for faithfully doing the work God had given him. Although it’s good to celebrate love
and marriage, let’s also remember the courage of a man who gave his life following his convictions.
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Sunday, February 5th
Scout Sunday
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